Adding a Generic Gateway Form To Your Project

In Not Too Many Steps
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[image: image2.png]Add a new Windows Form to the project. This will be our gateway form
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Add a SplitContainer to the form.

[image: image4.png]By default, the SpitContainer is oriented vertically.
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[image: image6.png]Resize the bottom portion of the SplitContainer. Add
two buttons as pictured
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Add a ListBox to the top panel of the SpitContainer
and set its Dock property to Fill




Switch to the code view for the gateway form.
Add the following using references to the code:

using MicroFour.StrataFrame.Application;

using MicroFour.StrataFrame.Data;

Create a public MainFormTypeCollection property on the form by adding this code:

        private MainFormTypeCollection _forms;

        public MainFormTypeCollection Forms

        {

            get { return _forms; }

            set { _forms = value; }

        }

Create a public bool property on the form by adding this code:

        private bool _userChoseExit;

        public bool UserChoseExit

        {

            get { return _userChoseExit; }

            set { _userChoseExit = value; }

        }

Create a public int property on the from by adding this code:

        private int _formIndex=-1;

        public int FormIndex

        {

            get { return _formIndex; }

            set { _formIndex = value; }

        }

Add this code to the Load event for the form:

            List<string> formNames=new List<string>();

            foreach (MainFormType f in this.Forms)

            {

                formNames.Add(f.FormType.ToString());

            }

            this.listBox1.DataSource = formNames;

Add a Click handler for the UseForm button:

        private void uiUseForm_Click(object sender, EventArgs e)

        {

            FormIndex = this.listBox1.SelectedIndex;

            this.Close();

        }

Add a Click handler for the Exit Application button:

        private void uiExitApplication_Click(object sender, EventArgs e)

        {

            UserChoseExit = true;

            this.Close();

        }

Edit Program.cs.

Add a private form collection to the class:

        private static MainFormTypeCollection MyForms;

Replace the existing code in the ShowGateway method with this code:

            e.ShowGatewayAfterMainFormClose = true;

            GenericGatewayForm f = new GenericGatewayForm();

            f.Forms = MyForms;

            f.ShowDialog();

            bool shouldExit = false;

            shouldExit = f.UserChoseExit;

            if (shouldExit)

            {

                e.ExitApplication = true;

            }

            else

            {

                e.FormIndexToShow = f.FormIndex;

            }

            f.Dispose();

Finally, in the InitApplication method, add the following code after all the e.Forms.Add() statements:
            MyForms = e.Forms;

The only thing you must maintain from here is to make sure that you add a line like “e.Forms.Add(typeof(MyProject.MyForm))” in InitApplication for every form you want to be displayed on the gateway form.

This is very handy during development, but obviously probably should be removed before being given to customers.
